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According to the New Testament the purpose of God in creating human beings and his 
deepest desire toward us is to form a people, a family, that would choose to become united 
to Him and in Him in love. He would have us be called as his own dear children, corporately 
espoused to his beloved Son, and by his own Spirit living in us to be transformed and 
conformed according to his godly character which overflows with self-giving love, joy, truth, 
knowledge, goodness, gentleness, gratitude, kindness, trustfulness, wisdom, gratitude, 
humility, peacefulness, perseverance patience, self-control, and glory. 

Knowing, trusting, walking with and living in this God of love as well knowing and loving 
ourselves and others is our purpose and privilege on this earth and in eternity. It is a willing 
and eager participation in the divine nature, the never ending song and dance of trinitarian 
love. And this sanctifying and glorious process is meant to begin now in our mortal lives 
and extend into eternity where we are to be clothed with imperishable bodies. It is what 
Christians mean (or should mean) when they talk about heaven, salvation and the 
resurrected life as is evident in the New Testament scriptures. 

The following are some scripture passages that of speak God's divine purpose and goal for 
us and our calling to it. The verses are taken from the NIV translation. 

"Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted 
him authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. 
Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God and Jesus Christ, whom 
you have sent... My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 
through their message, that all of them may be one, Father just as you are in me and I am in 
you... I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know 
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me." (John 17:1-3, 20-21, 23) 

"I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. The creation waits in eager expectation for the sons of God to be revealed... 
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him and are called 
according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed the 
likeness of his Son." (Romans 8:18-19, 28-29) 

"Therefore I urge you brothers in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living 
sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God -- this is your spiritual act of worship. Do not conform 
any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 



Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is -- his good, pleasing and perfect 
will." (Romans 12:1-2) 

"Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know 
in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known." (I Corinthians 13:12) 

"And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness of 
the man from heaven ... For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and 
the mortal with immortality." (I Corinthians 15: 49, 53) 

"For God, who said, 'Let light shine out of darkness', made his light shine in our hearts to 
give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. But we have this 
treasure in earthen vessels to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from 
us....Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away , yet inwardly 
we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all." (2 Corinthians 4:6-7, 16-17) 

"I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in 
the body I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (Galatians 
2:20) 

"But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
to redeem those under the law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. Because you 
are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Sons into our hearts, the Spirit who cries out, Abba, 
Father. So you are no longer a slave, but a son; and since you are a son, God has made you 
also an heir." (Galatians 4-4-7) 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience. kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires." (Galatians 5:22-
24) 

"For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his 
sight. In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ in 
accordance with his pleasure and will. " (Ephesians 1:4-5) 

"For it is by grace that you have been saved, through faith -- and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God's 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for 
us to do." (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

"And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all 
the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know 



this love that surpasses knowledge -- that you may be filled to the measure of all the 
fullness of God." (Ephesians 3:17-19) 

"What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things.... I want to know Christ 
and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death, and so, somehow. to attain to the resurrection from the 
dead....Brothers I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: 
Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Phillipians 3:8, 10-
11, 13-14) 

"And we pray that this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please 
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God, being 
strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may have great 
endurance and patience, and joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light... For in Him all things were 
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible... all things were created by him 
and for him." (Colossians 1:10-12, 16) 

"It is God's will that you should be sanctified.... For God did not call us to be impure, but to 
live a holy life.... Be joyful always; pray constantly; give thanks in all circumstances, for this 
is God's will for you in Christ Jesus." (I Thessalonians 4:3,7 & 5:18) 

"Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners -- of whom I am the worst. But for that 
very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might 
display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and 
receive eternal life. Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and 
glory for ever and ever. Amen." (I Timothy 1:15-17) 

"God has saved us and called us to live a holy life -- not because of anything we have done 
but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, 
Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to life through 
the gospel." (II Timothy 1:9-12) 

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God." (Hebrews 12:1-2) 



"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you 
know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its 
work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything... Blessed is the man 
who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown 
of life that God has promised to those who love him." (James 1:2-4, 12) 

"But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure, then peace-loving, considerate, 
submissive, full of mercy, and good fruit, impartial and sincere. Peacemakers who sow in 
peace raise a harvest of righteousness." (James 3:17-18) 

"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade -- kept in heaven for you, who are 
shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the 
last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith -- of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined be fire -- may be proved genuine and may result in 
praise, glory and honor when Jesus is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love 
him; and even though you do not see him now him now, you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls." (I Peter 1:2-9) 

"But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 
that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful 
light." (I Peter 2:9) 

"His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 
knowledge of him who has called by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has 
given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in 
the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this 
very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 
and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness; brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love... 
Therefore, my bothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if 
you do these things, you will never fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ." (II Peter 1:3-7, 10-11) 

"How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 
God. And that is what we are! The reason that the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been 



made known. But we know that when he appears we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is pure." (I John 3:1-
3) 

"This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so love us, we also ought to love one another. 
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us... God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in him." (I John 
4:10-12, 16) 

"To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious presence 
without fault, and with great joy -- to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and 
authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore. Amen" (Jude 
24-25) 

"Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like 
loud peals of thunder, shouting: 'Hallelujah! For our Lord Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 
be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.' Fine linen stands for the 
righteous acts of the saints." (Revelation 19:6-7) 

"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 'Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old 
order of things has passed away'." (Revelation 21:1-4) 

 


