JESUS, THE INCARNATE ONE
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Before time and space began you were present with God.!

Before the mountains were born from everlasting to everlasting, you are God.?

Y ou are the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being.

Be exalted, O God, above the heavens; |et your glory be over al the earth.*

But how can it be that the transcendent One has been clothed in human frailty?
Who is this God who so humbles himself as to be knit together in a mother's womb?
Who is this God who was born as a helpless baby with a soiled body to be cleaned?”
Who is this God who was bound in strong strips of cloth and laid where cattle feed?®
Who is this God who gently nursed at his chosen mother's breast?’

Who is this One to whom angels sing and shepherds come and see?'°

Who is this One who wise men seek and come on bended knee?'*

Thisis Jesus, Immanuel, God with us, the promised savior of broken men.*?

Come al you who are tired. Come all you who are thirsty. Come and worship your king.:®
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When people suffer real pain, humiliation or grief, the attempt by othersto give
explanations for such suffering seem inept indeed. Instead, what the suffering and grieving need
is someone who will either relieve their suffering or someone who will sit alongside them and
just be there for them, especialy if they have been through suffering themselves. In Jesus, God
has come alongside us in human form and He himself has gone through suffering, humiliation
and grief. In Jesus, God has reveaed the completeness of his life and sacrificia love and shown
us that even the agony of a painful death is and will be swallowed up in everlasting life. If God
could not or would not come down in human form then he is, in his essence, immune from
human suffering, pain and humiliation and thus not really able to inspire our love and adoration
or be worthy of it. Without Jesus there is really little for God to show that human suffering,
humiliation and death will not continue to reign triumphant. But what happened in Bethlehem
and what happened in Jerusalem has changed that forever.




