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Genesis 3:22-23 
22 Then the Lord God said, “See, the humans have become like one of us, knowing good and 
evil, and now they might reach out their hands and take also from the tree of life and eat 
and live forever” (in their fallen deathly state) — 23 therefore the Lord God sent (banished) 
them forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which they were taken. 
 
Genesis 4:6-11 
6 The Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you 
do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door; its 
desire is for you, but you must master it.” 8 Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to 
the field.” And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed 
him. 9 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” He said, “I do not know; am 
I my brother’s keeper?” 10 And the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen, your brother’s 
blood is crying out to me from the ground! 11 And now you are cursed from the ground, 
which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your hand.  
 
Genesis 6:7-8 
7 So the Lord said, “I will blot out from the earth the humans I have created—people 
together with animals and creeping things and birds of the air—for I am sorry that I have 
made them.” 8 But Noah found favor in the sight of the Lord. 
 
Genesis 12:1-2 
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, 
and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed. 4 So Abram (who was wealthy) went, as the Lord had told him (trusting the voice). 
 
Genesis 18:23-26 
23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the righteous with the 
wicked? 24 Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you then sweep away the 
place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be 
that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And the Lord said, “If I 
find at Sodom fifty (or ten) righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for their sake.”  



 
Genesis 32:25-31 
25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, 
and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said 
to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man[a] said, “You shall no 
longer be called Jacob, but Israel,[b] for you have striven with God and with humans[c] and 
have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 
that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel (the 
face of God), saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun 
rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.  
 
Genesis 50:17-21 
I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said, “We 
are here as your slaves.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of 
God? 20 Even though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will provide 
for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 
Exodus 3:7-8 
 Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in Egypt; I have heard 
their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come 
down to deliver them from the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey, 
 
Exodus 12:21-28 
Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go, select lambs for your 
families, and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that 
is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two doorposts with the blood in the basin. None 
of you shall go outside the door of your house until morning. 23 For the Lord will pass 
through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and on the two 
doorposts, the Lord will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your 
houses to strike you down. 24 You shall observe this as a perpetual ordinance for you and 
your children. 25 When you come to the land that the Lord will give you, as he has promised, 
you shall keep this observance. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this 
observance mean to you?’ 27 you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he 
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passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt when he struck down the Egyptians but 
spared our houses.’ ”And the people bowed down and worshiped. 
 
Exodus 14:26-31 
Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may 
come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” 27 So Moses 
stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As 
the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The waters 
returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that 
had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on 
dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. 30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. 
So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 
Exodus 32:32-35 
30 On the next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. But now I will go 
up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 So Moses returned to 
the Lord and said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great sin; they have made for themselves 
gods of gold. 32 But now, if you will only forgive their sin—but if not, please blot me out of the 
book that you have written.” 33 But the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me 
I will blot out of my book. 34 But now go, lead the people to the place about which I have 
spoken to you; see, my angel shall go in front of you. Nevertheless, when the day for 
punishment comes, I will punish them for their sin.” 35 Then the Lord sent a plague on the 
people, because they made the calf—the one that Aaron had made. 
 
Leviticus 19:18 
18 You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against any of your people, but you shall 
love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord. 
 
Numbers 14:18-24 
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and  
transgression, but by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the parents 
upon the children to the third and the fourth generation.’ 19 “Forgive the iniquity of this 
people (after not trusting they could conquer the promised land) according to the greatness 
of your steadfast love, just as you have pardoned this people, from Egypt even until now.” 
20 Then the Lord said, “I do forgive, just as you have asked; 21 nevertheless, as I live and as all 
the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, 22 none of the people who have seen my 



glory and the signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness and yet have tested me these 
ten times and have not obeyed my voice 23 shall see the land that I swore to give to their 
ancestors; none of those (generation) who despised me shall see it. 24 But my servant Caleb 
(Joshua as well), because he has a different spirit and has followed me wholeheartedly, I 
will bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants shall possess it. 
 
Numbers 16:9-14 
9 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites: ‘Draw near to 
the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.’ ” 10 And as Aaron spoke to the whole 
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the LORD 
appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke to Moses, 12 “I have heard the complaining of the 
Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have 
your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.” 13 In the evening quails 
came up and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 
camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky 
substance, as fine as frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one 
another, “What is it?”  (it is manna) For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, 
“It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.  
 
Numbers 25:1-9 
While Israel was staying at Shittim, the people began to have sexual relations with the 
women of Moab (at the advice of Balaam). 2 These invited the people to the sacrifices of 
their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 Thus Israel yoked itself to 
the Baal of Peor, and the Lord’s anger was kindled against Israel. 4 The Lord said to Moses, 
“Take all the chiefs of the people and impale them in the sun before the Lord, in order that 
the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from Israel.” 5 And Moses said to the judges of 
Israel, “Each of you shall kill any of your people who have yoked themselves to the Baal of 
Peor.” 6 Just then one of the Israelites came and brought a Midianite woman into his family, 
in the sight of Moses and in the sight of the whole congregation of the Israelites, while they 
were weeping at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 7 When Phinehas son of Eleazar, son of 
Aaron the priest, saw it, he got up and left the congregation. Taking a spear in his hand, 8 he 
went after the Israelite man into the tent and pierced the two of them, the Israelite and the 
woman, through the belly. So the plague was stopped among the Israelites. 9 Nevertheless 
those who died by the plague were twenty-four thousand. 
 
Deuteronomy 4:25-31 
25 “When you have had children and children’s children and become complacent in the 
land, if you act corruptly by making an idol in the form of anything, thus doing what is evil in 



the sight of the Lord your God and provoking him to anger, 26 I call heaven and earth to 
witness against you today that you will soon utterly perish from the land that you are 
crossing the Jordan to occupy; you will not live long on it but will be utterly destroyed. 
27 The Lord will scatter you among the peoples; only a few of you will be left among the 
nations where the Lord will lead you. 28 There you will serve gods made by human hands, 
objects of wood and stone that neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 29 From there you 
will seek the Lord your God, and you will find him if you search after him with all your heart 
and soul. 30 In your distress, when all these things have happened to you in time to come, 
you will return to the Lord your God and heed him. 31 Because the Lord your God is a 
merciful God, he will neither abandon you nor destroy you; he will not forget the covenant 
with your ancestors that he swore to them. 
 
Deuteronomy 9:15-21 
15 “So I turned and went down from the mountain, while the mountain was ablaze; the two 
tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. 16 Then I saw that you had indeed sinned 
against the Lord your God, by casting for yourselves an image (of the calf); you had been 
quick to turn from the way that the Lord had commanded you. 17 So I took hold of the two 
tablets and flung them from my two hands, smashing them before your eyes. 18 Then I lay 
prostrate before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights; I neither ate bread nor drank 
water because of all the sin you had committed, provoking the Lord by doing what was evil 
in his sight. 19 For I was afraid that the anger that the Lord bore against you was so fierce 
that he would destroy you. But the Lord listened to me that time also. 20 The Lord was so 
angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him, but I interceded also on behalf of Aaron 
at that same time. 21 Then I took the sinful thing you had made, the calf, and burned it with 
fire and crushed it, grinding it thoroughly, until it was reduced to dust, and I threw the dust 
into the stream that runs down the mountain. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:1-6 
“When all these things have happened to you, the blessings and the curses that I have set 
before you, if you call them to mind among all the nations where the Lord your God has 
driven you 2 and return to the Lord your God, and you and your children obey him with all 
your heart and with all your soul, just as I am commanding you today, 3 then the Lord your 
God will return you from your captivity and have compassion on you, gathering you again 
from all the peoples among whom the Lord your God has scattered you. 4 Even if you are 
exiled to the ends of the world,[f] from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from 
there he will take you back. 5 The Lord your God will bring you into the land that your 
ancestors possessed, and you will possess it; he will make you more prosperous and 
numerous than your ancestors. 6 “Moreover, the Lord your God will circumcise your heart 
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and the heart of your descendants, so that you will love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul, in order that you may live. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today that I have set before you life and 
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, 
20 loving the Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him, for that means life to you 
and length of days, so that you may live in the land that the Lord swore to give to your 
ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” 
 
Joshua 24:16-22 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 
other gods, 17 for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He 
protected us along all the way that we went and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed, 18 and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.” 19 But Joshua said to the 
people, “You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he will not 
forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, 
then he will turn and do you harm and consume you, after having done you good.” 21 And the 
people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the Lord!” 22 Then Joshua said to the people, “You 
are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the Lord, to serve him.” And they 
said, “We are witnesses.”  
 
Judges 2:18-19 
18 Whenever the Lord raised up judges for them, the Lord was with the judge, and he 
delivered them from the hand of their enemies all the days of the judge, for the Lord would 
be moved to pity by their groaning because of those who persecuted and oppressed 
them. 19 But whenever the judge died, they would relapse and behave worse than their 
ancestors, following other gods, serving them and bowing down to them. They would not 
drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways. 
 
Ruth 1:16-18 
16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to leave you, to turn back from following you! Where you 
go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die, I will die, and there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus to me, and 
more as well, if even death parts me from you!” 18 When Naomi saw that she (her daughter-
in-law, both widows) was determined to go with her, she said no more to her. 



1 Samuel 1:26-28 
“Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence 
praying to the Lord. 27 For this child I prayed (as she was barren), and the Lord has granted 
me the petition that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him (Samuel) to the Lord; as long 
as he lives, he is given to the Lord.” And they worshiped the Lord there. 
 
1 Samuel 13:13-14 
13 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly; you have not kept the commandment of 
the Lord your God, which he commanded you. The Lord would have established your 
kingdom over Israel forever, 14 but now your kingdom will not continue; the Lord has sought 
out a man after his own heart, and the Lord has appointed him to be ruler over his people 
because you have not kept what the Lord commanded you.”  
 
2 Samuel 1:25-27 
Jonathan lies slain upon your high places. 26 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan; 
greatly beloved were you to me; your love to me was wonderful, passing the love of women. 
27 How the mighty have fallen, and the weapons of war perished!” 
 
2 Samuel 7:12-17 
 12 When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will raise up your 
offspring after you, who shall come forth from your body, and I will establish his 
kingdom. 13 He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his 
kingdom forever. 14 I will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits 
iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows inflicted by human 
beings. 15 But I will not take[b] my steadfast love from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put 
away from before you. 16 Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before 
me;[c] your throne shall be established forever.” 17 In accordance with all these words and 
with all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 
 
2 Samuel 12:5-10 
5 Then David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man. He said to Nathan, “As 
the Lord lives, the man who has done this deserves to die; 6 he shall restore the lamb 
fourfold because he did this thing and because he had no pity.” 7 Nathan said to David, “You 
are the man! Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
rescued you from the hand of Saul; 8 I gave you your master’s house and your master’s 
wives into your bosom and gave you the house of Israel and of Judah, and if that had been 
too little, I would have added as much more. 9 Why have you despised the word of the Lord, 
to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword and 
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have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the 
Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, for you have 
despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife. 
 
1 Kings 9:1-9 
When Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord and the king’s house and all 
that Solomon desired to build, 2 the Lord appeared to Solomon a second time, as he had 
appeared to him at Gibeon. 3 The Lord said to him, “I have heard your prayer and your plea 
that you made before me; I have consecrated this house that you have built and put my 
name there forever; my eyes and my heart will be there for all time. 4 As for you, if you will 
walk before me as David your father walked, with integrity of heart and uprightness, doing 
according to all that I have commanded you and keeping my statutes and my 
ordinances, 5 then I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised your 
father David, saying, ‘You shall never lack a successor on the throne of Israel.’ 
6 “If you turn aside from following me, you or your children, and do not keep my 
commandments and my statutes that I have set before you but go and serve other gods 
and worship them, 7 then I will cut Israel off from the land that I have given them, and the 
house that I have consecrated for my name I will cast out of my sight, and Israel will 
become a proverb and a taunt among all peoples. 8 This house will become a heap of 
ruins;[a] everyone passing by it will be astonished and will hiss, and they will say, ‘Why has 
the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this house?’ 9 Then they will say, ‘Because 
they abandoned the Lord their God, who brought their ancestors out of the land of Egypt, 
and embraced other gods, worshiping them and serving them; therefore the Lord brought 
this disaster upon them.’ ” 
 
2 Kings 19:15-19, 35 
15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord and said, “O Lord the God of Israel, who are 
enthroned above the cherubim, you are God, you alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; 
you have made heaven and earth. 16 Incline your ear, O Lord, and hear; open your eyes, 
O Lord, and see; hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock the living 
God. 17 Truly, O Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their lands 18 and 
have hurled their gods into the fire, though they were no gods but the work of human 
hands—wood and stone—and so they were destroyed. 19 So now, O Lord our God, save us, I 
pray you, from his hand, so that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that you, O Lord, 
are God alone.” 35 That very night (as Isiah foretold) the angel of the Lord set out and struck 
down one hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of the Assyrians; when morning 
dawned, they were all dead bodies.  
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1 Chronicle 29:10-14 
10 Then David (near the end of his life) blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly; 
David said, “Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our ancestor Israel, forever and 
ever. 11 Yours, O Lord, are the greatness, the power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty, 
for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you 
are exalted as head above all. 12 Riches and honor come from you, and you rule over all. In 
your hand are power and might, and it is in your hand to make great and to give strength to 
all. 13 And now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise your glorious name. 14 “But who 
am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to make this freewill offering? For all 
things come from you, and of your own have we given you.  
 
2 Chronicles 36:15-23 
15 The Lord, the God of their ancestors, sent persistently to them by his messengers, 
because he had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place, 16 but they kept 
mocking the messengers of God, despising his words, and scoffing at his prophets until the 
wrath of the Lord against his people became so great that there was no remedy. 
17 Therefore he brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans, who killed their youths 
with the sword in the house of their sanctuary and had no compassion on young man or 
young woman, the aged or the feeble; he gave them all into his hand. 18 All the vessels of the 
house of God, large and small, and the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the 
treasures of the king and of his officials, all these he brought to Babylon. 19 They burned the 
house of God, broke down the wall of Jerusalem, burned all its palaces with fire, and 
destroyed all its precious vessels. 20 He took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped 
from the sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons until the establishment 
of the kingdom of Persia, 21 to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the 
land had made up for its Sabbaths. All the days that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill 
seventy years.  
 
Ezra 10:10-12 
10 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, “You have trespassed and married foreign 
women and so increased the guilt of Israel. 11 Now make confession to the Lord the God of 
your ancestors and do his will; separate yourselves from the peoples of the land and from 
the foreign wives.” 12 Then all the assembly answered with a loud voice, “It is so; we must do 
as you have said.  
 
Nehemiah 1:4-11 
4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days, fasting and praying 
before the God of heaven. 5 I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who 



keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his command-
ments, 6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant that I 
now pray before you day and night for your servants, the Israelites, confessing the sins of 
the Israelites, which we have sinned against you. Both I and my family have sinned. 7 We 
have offended you deeply, failing to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the 
ordinances that you commanded Moses your servant. 8 Remember the word that you 
commanded Moses your servant, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter you among the 
peoples, 9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your 
outcasts are under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the 
place where I have chosen to establish my name.’ 10 They are your servants and your people 
whom you redeemed by your great power and your strong hand. 11 O Lord, let your ear be 
attentive to the prayer of your servant and to the prayer of your servants who delight in 
revering your name. Give success to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of 
this man!” At the time, I was cupbearer to the king (Artaxerxes of Persia, who he was about 
ask leave to go to Jerusalem and rebuild nits walls). 
 
Tobit 11:16-17 
16 Then Tobit, rejoicing and praising God, went out to meet his daughter-in-law at the gate of 
Nineveh. When the people of Nineveh saw him coming, walking along in full vigor and with 
no one leading him, they were amazed. 17 Before them all, Tobit acknowledged that God had 
been merciful to him and had restored his sight. When Tobit met Sarah the wife of his son 
Tobias, he blessed her, saying, “Come in, my daughter, and be welcome. Blessed be your 
God who has brought you to us, my daughter. Blessed be your father and your mother, 
blessed be my son Tobias, and blessed be you, my daughter. Come in now to your home, 
and be welcome, with blessing and joy. Come in, my daughter. 
 
Judith 16:3-6 
The Assyrian (General Holofernes) came down from the mountains of the north; he came 
with myriads of his warriors; their numbers blocked up the wadis, and their cavalry covered 
the hills. 4 He boasted that he would burn up my territory and kill my young men with the 
sword and dash my infants to the ground and seize my children as plunder and take my 
virgins as spoil. 5 “But the Lord Almighty has foiled them by the hand of a woman, Judith, 
daughter of Merari with the beauty of her countenance undid him.  
 
Esther 7:3-6 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, 
let my life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my 
request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be 



annihilated. If we had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my 
peace, but no enemy can compensate for this damage to the king.”[a] 5 Then King Ahasuerus 
said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” 6 Esther 
said, “A foe and an enemy, this wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king 
and the queen. 
 
1 Maccabees 13:49-50 
49 Those who were in the citadel at Jerusalem were prevented from going in and out to buy 
and sell in the country. So they were very hungry, and many of them perished from 
famine. 50 Then they cried to Simon to make peace with them, and he did so. But he 
expelled them from there and cleansed the citadel from its pollutions. 51 On the twenty-
third day of the second month, in the one hundred seventy-first year, the Jews[h] entered it 
with praise and palm branches, and with harps and cymbals and stringed instruments, and 
with hymns and songs, because a great enemy had been crushed and removed from 
Israel. 52 Simon[i] decreed that every year they should celebrate this day with rejoicing. He 
strengthened the fortifications of the temple hill alongside the citadel, and he and his men 
lived there.  
 
2 Maccabees: 9:1, 4-6, 10-12, 14  
 About that time, as it happened, Antiochus (Epiphanes) had retreated in disorder from the 
region of Persia. 4 Transported with rage (on hearing that his forces were also defeated in 
Israel), he conceived the idea of turning upon the Jews the injury done by those who had 
put him to flight (in Persia), so he ordered his charioteer to drive without stopping until he 
completed the journey. But the judgment of heaven rode with him! For in his arrogance he 
said, “When I get there I will make Jerusalem a cemetery of Jews.” 5 But the all-seeing Lord, 
the God of Israel, struck him with an incurable and invisible blow. As soon as he stopped 
speaking, he was seized with a pain in his bowels for which there was no relief and with 
sharp internal tortures— 6 and that very justly, for he had tortured the bowels of others with 
many and strange inflictions.  10 Because of his intolerable stench no one was able to carry 
the man who a little while before had thought that he could touch the stars of 
heaven. 11 Then it was that, broken in spirit, he began to lose much of his arrogance and to 
come to his senses under the scourge of God, for he was tortured with pain every 
moment. 12 And when he could not endure his own stench, he uttered these words, “It is 
right to be subject to God; mortals should not think that they are equal to God.” 18 But when 
his sufferings did not in any way abate, for the judgment of God had justly come upon him, 
he gave up all hope for himself and wrote to the Jews (asking for their prayers). 
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Job 42:1-6, 12-13 
Then Job (a wealthy man who had lost it all including his children in one day) answered 
the Lord: 2 “I know that you can do all things and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted. 
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ Therefore I have uttered what I did not 
understand, things too wonderful for me that I did not know. 4 ‘Hear, and I will speak; I will 
question you, and you declare to me.’ 5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear, but now 
my eye sees you; 6 therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.  
”The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning, and he had fourteen 
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand 
donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters.  
 
Psalm 33:4-5 
For the word of the Lord is upright, and all his work is done in faithfulness. 
5 He loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of the steadfast love of the Lord. 
 
Psalm 36:5-7 
Your steadfast love, O Lord, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 
6 Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains; your judgments are like the great deep; 
you save humans and animals alike, O Lord. 7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God! 
All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
 
Psalm 85:10 
Steadfast love and faithfulness (or truth) will meet; 
righteousness (or justice) and peace will kiss each other. 
 
Psalm 145:17 
The Lord is just in all his ways, merciful in all his works. 
 
Proverbs 21:21 
Whoever pursues justice and kindness will find life and honor. 
 
Ecclesiastes 9:1-2 
All this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the wise and their deeds are in 
the hand of God; whether it is love or hate one does not know. Everything that confronts 
them 2 is vanity,[a] since the same fate comes to all, to the righteous and the wicked, to the 
good and the evil,[b] to the clean and the unclean, to those who sacrifice and those who do 
not sacrifice. As are the good, so are the sinners;  
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Song of Songs 8:6-7 
6 Set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for love is strong as death, 
 passion fierce as the grave. Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging flame. 
7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it. If one offered for love 
all the wealth of one’s house, it would be utterly scorned. 
 
Wisdom 12:18-19 
18 Although you are sovereign in strength, you judge fairly, and with great forbearance you 
govern us, for you have power to act whenever you choose. 
19 Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, 
and you have filled your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins. 
 
Sirach 5:5-7 
5 Do not be so confident of forgiveness  that you add sin to sins. 
6 Do not say, “His mercy is great; he will forgive[b] the multitude of my sins,” 
for both mercy and wrath are with him, and his anger will rest on sinners. 7 Do not delay to 
turn back to the Lord,  and do not postpone it from day to day, for suddenly the wrath of the 
Lord will come forth, and at the time of punishment you will perish. 
 
Isaiah 16:4-5 
When the oppressor is no more, and destruction has ceased, and marauders have 
vanished from the land, 
5 then a throne shall be established in steadfast love in the tent of David, and on it shall sit 
in faithfulness a ruler who seeks justice and is swift to do what is right. A judge upholding 
right, prompt to do justice. 
 
Isiah 45:6-9 
 I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, 
I make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 
8 Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness; 
let the earth open, that salvation may spring up, and let it cause righteousness to sprout up 
also; I the Lord have created it. 9 Woe to those who strive with their Maker, 
 
Jeremiah 13:16-17 
Give glory to the Lord your God before he brings darkness and before your feet stumble on 
the mountains at twilight; while you look for light, he turns it into gloom and makes it deep 
darkness. 17 But if you will not listen, my soul will weep in secret for your pride; my eyes will 
weep bitterly and run down with tears because the Lord’s flock has been taken captive. 
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Jeremiah 29:10-12 
10 For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit you, 
and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. 11 For surely I know the 
plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope. 12 Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
 
Jeremiah 45:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to each other, “Know 
the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, 
for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. 
 
Lamentations 3:19-24 
19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness is wormwood and gall! 
20 My soul continually thinks of it and is bowed down within me. 
21 But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; 
23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.” 
 
Baruch 5:6-9 
6 For they went out from you on foot, led away by their enemies, 
but God will bring them back to you, carried in glory, as on a royal throne. 
7 For God has ordered that every high mountain and the everlasting hills be made low and 
the valleys filled up, to make level ground, so that Israel may walk safely in the glory of God. 
8 The woods and every fragrant tree have shaded Israel at God’s command. 
9 For God will lead Israel with joy, in the light of his glory, with the mercy and righteousness 
that come from him. 
 
Ezekiel 37:10-12 
10 I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the 



whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back 
to the land of Israel. 
 
Hosea 2:19-22, 24 
19 And I will take you for my wife forever; I will take you for my wife in righteousness and in 
justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 20 I will take you for my wife in faithfulness, and you 
shall know the Lord. 21 On that day I will answer, says the Lord, I will answer the heavens, 
and they shall answer the earth, 22 and the earth shall answer the grain, the wine, and the 
oil, and they shall answer. 24 And I will have pity on Lo-ruhamah (not-pitied), and I will say to 
Lo-ammi (not-my-people), “You are my people,” and he shall say, “You are my God.” 
 
Joel 2:12-13 
12 Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, 
and with mourning; 13 rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the Lord your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting 
from punishment. 
 
Amos 5:14-5 
14 Seek good and not evil, that you may live, and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with 
you, just as you have said. 15 Hate evil and love good and establish justice in the gate; 
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 
 
Obadiah 1:15-17 
15 For the day of the Lord is near against all the nations. As you have done (the Edomites), it 
shall be done to you; your deeds shall return on your own head. 16 For as you have drunk on 
my holy mountain, all the nations shall drink continually; they shall drink and gulp down 

and shall be as though they had never been. 
17 But on Mount Zion there shall be those who escape, and it shall be holy, 
 
Jonah 4:9-11 
9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, 
angry enough to die.” 10 Then the Lord said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which 
you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a 
night. 11 And should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from 
their left and also many animals?” 



 
Micah 6:8 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord require of you 
but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
Nahum 1:3, 6-7 
3 The Lord is slow to anger but great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty. 
6 Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath is 
poured out like fire, and by him the rocks are broken in pieces. 7 The Lord is good, a 
stronghold in a day of trouble; he protects those who take refuge in him, 
 
Habakkuk 2:2-4 
2 Then the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 
runner may read it.3 For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of the end and 
does not lie. If it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come; it will not delay.4 Look at the 
proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness. (or, but the 
just shall live by his faith). 
 
Zephaniah 3:11-12 
11 On that day you shall not be put to shame because of all the deeds by which you have 
rebelled against me; for then I will remove from your midst your proudly exultant ones, 
and you shall no longer be haughty in my holy mountain. 
12 For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly. They shall seek refuge in the 
name of the Lord—  
 
Haggai 2:7-9 
7 and I will shake all the nations, so that the treasure of all nations will come, and I will fill 
this house with splendor, says the Lord of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, 
says the Lord of hosts. 9 The latter splendor of this house shall be greater than the former, 
says the Lord of hosts, and in this place I will give prosperity, says the Lord of hosts.” 
 
Zechariah 8:13-16  
13 Just as you have been a cursing among the nations, O house of Judah and house of Israel, 
so I will save you, and you shall be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be 
strong.” 14 “For thus says the Lord of hosts: Just as I purposed to bring disaster upon you 
when your ancestors provoked me to wrath, and I did not relent, says the Lord of hosts, 15 so 
again I have purposed in these days to do good to Jerusalem and to the house of Judah; do 
not be afraid. 16 These are the things that you shall do: speak the truth to one another, 



render in your gates judgments that are true and make for peace, 17 do not devise evil in 
your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these are things that I hate, 
says the Lord.” 
 
Malachi 2:16-17 - 3:1-2 
16 For I hate divorce, says the Lord, the God of Israel, and covering one’s garment with 
violence, says the Lord of hosts. So take heed to yourselves and do not be faithless. 
17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. Yet you say, “How have we wearied him?” By 
saying, “All who do evil are good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in them.” Or by 
asking, “Where is the God of justice?” 1See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger 
of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But 
who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
 
Matthew 5:2-10 
2 And he began to speak and taught them, saying: 
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
 
Matthew 7:1-5 
“Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2 For the judgment you give will be the 
judgment you get, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3 Why do you see 
the speck in your neighbor’s eye but do not notice the log in your own eye? 4 Or how can you 
say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ while the log is in your own 
eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. 
 
Matthew 23:23-24 
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cumin and 
have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you 



ought to have practiced without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a 
gnat but swallow a camel! 
 
Matthew 25:1-12 
10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 
him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. 11 Later the other young 
women[d] came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do 
not know you.’ 13 Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
 
Matthew 25:41-46 

41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You who are accursed, depart from me into the 
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels, 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ 44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison and did not take care of you?’ 45 Then he will 
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.’ 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment but the righteous into 
eternal life.”  
 
Mark 10:20-22 
20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21 Jesus, looking at him, 
loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money[a] to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he 
was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
Mark 12:29-31 
29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 30 you shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and 
with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There 
is no other commandment greater than these.” 
 
Mark 14:6-8 
6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble her? She has performed a good service 
for me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can show kindness to them 
whenever you wish, but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what she could; she 
has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 
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Luke 6:32-36 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34 If you lend to those from whom you expect to receive payment, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again. 35 Instead, love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.[e] Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.  
 
Luke 7:41-47 
41 “A certain moneylender had two debtors; one owed five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. 42 When they could not pay, he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of 
them will love him more?” 43 Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled 
the greater debt.” And Jesus[j] said to him, “You have judged rightly.” 44 Then turning toward 
the woman, he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me 
no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her 
hair. 45 You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my 
feet. 46 You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with 
ointment. 47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven; hence she has shown 
great love. But the one to whom little is forgiven loves little.” 
 
Luke 20:46-47 
46 “Beware of the scribes who like to walk around in long robes and who love respectful 
greetings in the marketplaces and the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at 
banquets. 47 They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation.” 
 
Luke 23:33-35 
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus[a] there with the 
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing.” And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the 
people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him 
save himself if he is the Messiah[c] of God, his chosen one!” 
 
John 3:16-20 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
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18 Those who believe in him are not condemned, but those who do not believe are 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19 And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved 
darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 
 
John 10:16-18 
16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes[a] it from 
me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take 
it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 
  
John 12:24-26 
24 Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a 
single grain, but if it dies it bears much fruit. 25 Those who love their life lose it, and those 
who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
 
John 12:42-43 
42 Nevertheless many, even of the authorities, believed in him. But because of the Pharisees 
they did not confess it, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue, 43 for they loved 
human glory more than the glory that comes from God. 
 
John 15:1-8 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in me that 
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes[a] to make it bear more fruit. 3 You 
have already been cleansed[b] by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I abide 
in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 
you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me 
and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6 Whoever does 
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit and become[c] my disciples. 
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John 17:22-26 
2 The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are 
one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world 
may know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 24 Father, 
I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my 
glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you, and these know that you 
have sent me. 26 I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, so that the love 
with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them.” 
 
Acts 21:14-18 
14 When we had all fallen to the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the 
Hebrew[a] language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me? It hurts you to kick against the 
goads.’ 15 I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The Lord answered, ‘I am Jesus whom you are 
persecuting. 16 But get up and stand on your feet, for I have appeared to you for this 
purpose, to appoint you to serve and testify to the things in which you have seen me[b] and 
to those in which I will appear to you. 17 I will rescue you from your people and from the 
gentiles—to whom I am sending you 18 to open their eyes so that they may turn from 
darkness to light and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness 
of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’ 
 
Romans 5:1-6 
 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we[a] have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we[c] boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we[d] also boast in 
our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces 
character, and character produces hope, 5 and hope does not put us to shame, because 
God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to 
us. 6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. 
 
Romans 8:27-28 
27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the 
Spirit[b] intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For 
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family.  
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Romans 13:8-10 
8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has 
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are 
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong 
to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; 6 it does not rejoice in 
wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:13-15 
13 For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For 
the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all;  
Therefore, all have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves but for the one who for their sake died and was raised. 
 
Galatians 2:19-20 
I have been crucified with Christ, 20 and it is no longer I who live, but it is Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,[a] who loved me 
and gave himself for me.  
 
Galatians 5:19-24 
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity, 
debauchery, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these. I am warning you, as I 
warned you before: those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.  
22 By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things.  
 
Ephesians 2:3-5 
3 All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, doing the will of flesh and 
senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else, 4 but God, who is rich 
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5 even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ[a]—by grace you have been saved— 
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Philippians 2:3-5 
If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the 
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, 2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, 
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish 
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 
 
Philippians 4:4-9 
4 Rejoice[b] in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.[c] 5 Let your gentleness be known to 
everyone. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about[d] these things. 9 As for 
the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me, do them, and 
the God of peace will be with you.  
 
Colossians 3:13-15 
13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; 
just as the Lord[a] has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of 
Christ[b] rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:7-9 
7 For God did not call us to impurity but in holiness. 8 Therefore whoever rejects this rejects 
not human authority but God, who also gives his Holy Spirit to you. 
9 Now concerning love of the brothers and sisters, you do not need to have anyone write to 
you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love one another. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
9 The coming of the lawless one is apparent in the working of Satan, who uses all power, 
signs, lying wonders, 10 and every kind of wicked deception for those who are perishing 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason God sends them a 
powerful delusion, leading them to believe what is false, 12 so that all who have not believed 
the truth but took pleasure in unrighteousness will be condemned. 13 But we must always 
give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God chose 
you as the first fruits[e] for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in 
the truth.  
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1 Timothy 1:12-19 
12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered 
me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13 even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, 14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 
Christ Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I received 
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an 
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. 17 To the King of the 
ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
2 Timothy 3:1-5, 10-11 
You must understand this, that in the last days distressing times will come. 2 For people will 
be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their 
parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unfeeling, implacable, slanderers, profligates, brutes, haters 
of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God, 5 holding to the outward form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid them!  
10 Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, 
my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions, and my sufferings, the things that happened 
to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra. What persecutions I endured! Yet the Lord rescued 
me from all of them.  
 
Titus 2:11-14 
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all,[a] 12 training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior,[b] Jesus Christ. 14 He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
 
Philemon 1:8-16 
8 For this reason, though I am more than bold enough in Christ to command you to do the 
right thing, 9 yet I would rather appeal to you on the basis of love—and I, Paul, do this as an 
old man and now also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am appealing to you for my child, 
Onesimus, whose father I have become during my imprisonment. 11 Formerly he was 
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useless to you, but now he is indeed useful[h] to[i] you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, 
my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to keep him with me so that he might minister to me 
in your place during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I preferred to do nothing without 
your consent in order that your good deed might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you for a while, so that you 
might have him back for the long term, 16 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a 
beloved brother—especially to me but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. 
 
Hebrews 6:9-11 
9 Even though we speak in this way, beloved, we are confident of better things in your case, 
things that belong to salvation. 10 For God is not unjust; he will not overlook your work and 
the[a] love that you showed for his sake[b] in serving the saints, as you still do. 11 And we want 
each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance of hope to 
the very end, 
 
Hebrews 12:5-7 
5 And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as children— 
“My child, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord or lose heart when you are 
punished by him, 6 for the Lord disciplines those whom he loves and chastises every child 
whom he accepts.” 7 Endure trials for the sake of discipline. God is treating you as children, 
for what child is there whom a parent does not discipline? 
 
James 1:12-14 
12 Blessed is anyone who endures temptation. Such a one has stood the test and will 
receive the crown of life that the Lord[a] has promised to those who love him. 13 No one, 
when tempted, should say, “I am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted by evil 
and he himself tempts no one. 14 But one is tempted by one’s own desire, being lured and 
enticed by it; 15 then, when desire has conceived, it engenders sin, and sin, when it is fully 
grown, gives birth to death. 
 
1 Peter:3-7 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us 
a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and 
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice,[a] even if now for a little while you have had to 
suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold 
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that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.  
 
2 Peter 1:3-7 
3 His divine power has given us everything needed for life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us by[b] his own glory and excellence. 4 Thus he has given us, 
through these things, his precious and very great promises, so that through them you may 
escape from the corruption that is in the world because of lust and may become 
participants of the divine nature. 5 For this very reason, you must make every effort to 
support your faith with excellence, and excellence with knowledge, 6 and knowledge with 
self-control, and self-control with endurance, and endurance with godliness, 7 and 
godliness with mutual affection, and mutual affection with love.  
 
1 John 3:1-3 
1 See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God, and that 
is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, 
we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is 
this: when he[a] is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 3 And all who 
have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
 
1 John 4:7-9 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s 
love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we 
might live through him. 
 
2 John 1:5-6 
5 But now, dear lady, I ask you, not as though I were writing you a new commandment but 
one we have had from the beginning: let us love one another. 6 And this is love, that we walk 
according to his commandments; this is the commandment just as you have heard it from 
the beginning—you must walk in it. 
 
3 John 1:2-4 
2 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and that you may be in good health, just as it is 
well with your soul. 3 For I was overjoyed when some brothers and sisters arrived and 
testified to your faithfulness to the truth, how you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy 
than this, to hear that my children are walking in the truth. 
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Jude 1:22-25 
22 And have mercy on some who are wavering; 23 save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; and have mercy on still others with fear, hating even the tunic defiled by their bodies.  
24 Now to him who is able to keep you from falling and to make you stand without blemish in 
the presence of his glory with rejoicing, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and authority, before all time and now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Revelation 1:4-6 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and 
freed[a] us from our sins by his blood 6 and made us a kingdom, priests serving[b] his God and 
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Revelation 2:3-5 
3 I also know that you are enduring and bearing up for the sake of my name and that you 
have not grown weary. 4 But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the love you 
had at first. 5 Remember, then, from where you have fallen; repent and do the works you did 
at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place, unless you 
repent. 
 
Revelation 11:19-12:1-5 
19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within 
his temple, and there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, 
and heavy hail.  1A great portent appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with 
the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 2 She was pregnant and 
was crying out in birth pangs, in the agony of giving birth. 3 Then another portent appeared 
in heaven: a great red dragon, with seven heads and ten horns and seven diadems on his 
heads. 4 His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to the earth. Then 
the dragon stood before the woman who was about to deliver a child, so that he might 
devour her child as soon as it was born. 5 And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is 
to rule[a] all the nations with a scepter of iron. But her child was snatched away and taken to 
God and to his throne, 6 and the woman fled into the wilderness, where she has a place 
prepared by God, so that there she can be nourished for one thousand two hundred sixty 
days. 
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Revelation 17:13-14 
13 These are united in yielding their power and authority to the beast; 14 they will wage war on 
the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and 
those with him are called and chosen and faithful.” 
 
Revelation 21:7-11 
7 Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their God, and they will be my 
children. 8 But as for the cowardly, the faithless,[a] the polluted, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars, their place will be in the lake that burns 
with fire and sulfur, which is the second death.” 
9 Then one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came 
and said to me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And in the 
spirit[c] he carried me away to a great, high mountain and showed me the holy city 
Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 11 It has the glory of God and a radiance 
like a very rare jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal.  
 
Revelation 22:16-21 
16 “It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.” 
17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone who hears say, “Come.” 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift. 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to 
them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this book; 19 if anyone takes 
away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will take away that person’s share in 
the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this book. 
20 The one who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all the saints. Amen. 
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